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Ashura, the tenth day of Muharram in the Islamic calendar, holds immense
significance in Shi'a Islam. Commemorated as a day of mourning and
remembrance, Ashura marks the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, the
grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, in the Battle of Karbala in 680 CE.
However, beyond its Islamic significance, Ashura has deep-rooted Iranian
origins that predate the advent of Islam.

Ancient Iranian Beliefs and Rituals

In ancient Iran, the tenth day of a month was considered a significant and
often inauspicious occasion. According to Zoroastrian beliefs, the tenth day
was associated with the Yazatas, divine spirits responsible for maintaining
the cosmic Free Download. It was believed that on this day, the Yazatas
became vulnerable and could be propitiated through prayers and offerings.
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In addition to religious observances, the tenth day was also a time for
performing rituals and ceremonies. The most notable of these was the
"Sura" festival, where people gathered to commemorate the victory of good
over evil. The Sura festival included animal sacrifices, feasts, and
communal gatherings.

The Transformation of Sura into Ashura

With the advent of Islam in the 7th century CE, the Sura festival gradually
transformed into Ashura. The Islamic Prophet Muhammad adopted many
pre-Islamic customs and practices that were consistent with the teachings
of Islam, including the observance of the tenth day of Muharram. However,
he reinterpreted the significance of Ashura, linking it to the martyrdom of
Imam Hussein.

The Battle of Karbala took place on the tenth day of Muharram in 680 CE,
and it marked a turning point in Islamic history. Imam Hussein's refusal to
pledge allegiance to the Umayyad caliph Yazid I resulted in his martyrdom
along with his companions. This event became a powerful symbol of
resistance against tyranny and injustice.

Symbolism and Rituals of Ashura

The martyrdom of Imam Hussein gave rise to a rich symbolism and ritual
practices associated with Ashura. The black attire worn by Shi'a Muslims
on this day represents mourning and grief for the loss of Imam Hussein.
The recitation of poems and elegies, known as "rawda khwani," evokes the
suffering endured by Imam Hussein and his family.

Self-flagellation is another common ritual performed during Ashura. This act
symbolizes the pain and anguish felt by the mourners and serves as a way



of expressing their devotion to Imam Hussein. However, it is important to
note that self-flagellation is not universally practiced by Shi'a Muslims.

Cultural and Historical Significance

The Iranian roots of Ashura are deeply intertwined with the cultural and
historical heritage of the region. The ancient Iranian beliefs and rituals
associated with the tenth day have left a lasting imprint on the way Ashura
is observed today. The commemoration of Ashura serves as an opportunity
for Shi'a Muslims to reflect on the sacrifices made by Imam Hussein and to
reaffirm their commitment to the ideals of justice, sacrifice, and resistance.

Beyond its religious significance, Ashura has also become a cultural event
that brings people together. In many parts of the world, Ashura is marked
with processions, gatherings, and performances that showcase the artistic
and cultural traditions of different communities.

The Iranian origin of Ashura is a fascinating story that sheds light on the
complex interplay between religion, history, and culture. Ashura has its
roots in ancient Iranian beliefs and rituals that were reinterpreted and
transformed within the context of Islam. Today, Ashura remains a pivotal
event in the Islamic calendar, symbolizing mourning, remembrance, and
the enduring struggle for justice and righteousness.

Through this historical exploration, we gain a deeper understanding of the
cultural and religious significance of Ashura, enriching our appreciation for
the diverse and interwoven tapestry of human history.

The Iranian origin of Ashura by Saadi de Shiraz
5 out of 5

Language : English

https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ik5GZDI1bmFnK3J3TmFpaHY2djFxekcxelJSVGtPekQ2QVNEMnR3b1dITFwvUUpaUmdRYkVOQ2t0cnJMSkpjekJhZ3g0TkQ3OXBqanQ1aG9JbzdXelZRaUVDMVg3dnBlbWt1U1pSWHlIU3NTN2tZc0hjNk1iUldyd1wvM1RqQklpWFZhekdFT1VyOCs3R1NKMnZ5XC9MR0VHZ1c5ZzFWMWh1aTNUcTBoVWtcL05zaStEU1J5NytHOHN6NllxeWRCazhOTCsiLCJpdiI6IjVlM2IyMTJkYzEzZWYyYzFjNTZlMWM2Yjc0ZDUwZDRlIiwicyI6IjRhZGZkOGU5ZjM1ZTI5NzUifQ%3D%3D


File size : 1112 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 50 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

How to Ace the Brainteaser Interview: The
Ultimate Guide
Welcome to the ultimate guide on how to ace the brainteaser interview. In
today's competitive job market, brainteasers have become an
increasingly...

The Collected Works Of Homen Borgohain: A
Literary Treasure Unveiled
In the realm of Assamese literature, there exists a towering figure whose
words have left an indelible mark on the hearts and minds...

FREE

https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlMwd1wvR2JWajVRdVdiM2xiNzlxRitWMG5OeWlUSVBoTGpndE95QUQwSVwvY3ZXTDhhclwvdlFzdVRnY1FLc3lZRnhEMnpzXC9cL054dTJvZk4wY3VxdG9BU0hEd21qblVTcXdzODJocUpqMWp1WUJidHFcLytmSUkyTnVkRmpUMnBpSTNITHZRSU5BNllPdTFmUmxWOU1QUTRCRUxtVVRvOTZBUzdTd1p2Z0VrUXd6UGRaelZDZ1BYZkJZQVhWYWFyOFJndyIsIml2IjoiM2U4ZjIzNzc2MzE3YmY1YjhlMjYyYTEyNjhlMGU1MTMiLCJzIjoiNDc3YzY5MTVlYjlhYTg2MiJ9
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/How%20to%20Ace%20the%20Brainteaser%20Interview%20The%20Ultimate%20Guide.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/How%20to%20Ace%20the%20Brainteaser%20Interview%20The%20Ultimate%20Guide.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/The%20Collected%20Works%20Of%20Homen%20Borgohain%20A%20Literary%20Treasure%20Unveiled.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/The%20Collected%20Works%20Of%20Homen%20Borgohain%20A%20Literary%20Treasure%20Unveiled.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InBidmx5UzgrOFBNcUpBdVVYdTZEQm1rQzRoTHJcLzFsVmxPN0k5TlZ2VkFxRTVvMWxVQWtxeFRlZ0lEOUptV3Z3dll3WUpGZWdSMU1Kc1wvOGVpc2s3UXVwU3JkZ0NCaU1ybnViYTAyUGpFZysyenp5c29oekRyNU1EeFVPcWFGajRzT0JGYXVOaERocFwvQ2EzNkdRNzVjYTVIcUNyUFwvUVwvcHZ2SW5nekozaW9QOU9DS3RJVEtRN3BHZjFkZkY3Y2VJIiwiaXYiOiJhZTc2YTc2YTkyY2ZlMjU5NzM1ZTBiNmQxYWVlZjEzZiIsInMiOiJjMTkxZDgzMzc2NGM1ZTkyIn0%3D

