Twentieth Century Fashion Icons: In Their
Own Words

In this captivating book, fashion journalist and author Charlotte Sinclair
gives readers an intimate look at the lives and careers of some of the most
iconic fashion figures of the 20th century. Featuring interviews and quotes
from the icons themselves, the book offers a unique glimpse into their
creative process, their personal lives, and their thoughts on fashion and

style.
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From Coco Chanel's revolutionary designs to Yves Saint Laurent's
groundbreaking work with women's liberation, from Christian Dior's
glamorous New Look to Karl Lagerfeld's reinvention of Chanel, the book
covers a wide range of fashion history and showcases the work of some of
the most influential designers of all time.
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Sinclair's writing is both informative and engaging, and she brings each
icon to life with her vivid descriptions and insightful analysis. The book is
also beautifully illustrated with photographs of the designers and their work,
making it a must-have for any fashion lover.

Coco Chanel: "Fashion is not something that exists in dresses only.
Fashion is in the sky, in the street, fashion has to do with ideas, the
way we live, what is happening.”

Coco Chanel was one of the most influential fashion designers of the 20th
century. Her simple, elegant designs revolutionized women's fashion, and
she is credited with creating the modern woman's wardrobe.

Chanel was born in France in 1883. She began her career as a milliner,
and in 1910 she opened her first shop in Paris. Her early designs were
simple and understated, and they quickly gained a following among
fashionable women.

In the 1920s, Chanel introduced the little black dress, which became an
instant classic. She also popularized the use of jersey fabric in women's
clothing, and she created a number of other iconic pieces, including the
tweed suit, the pearls and oversized sunglasses.

Chanel was a brilliant businesswoman, and she built a fashion empire that
extended beyond clothing to include jewelry, perfume, and cosmetics. She
was also a strong advocate for women's rights, and she often used her
platform to speak out against sexism and discrimination.

Yves Saint Laurent: "Fashion is not just about clothes. It's about
living."



Yves Saint Laurent was one of the most important fashion designers of the
20th century. He was known for his groundbreaking work with women's
liberation, and he is credited with creating some of the most iconic pieces
of clothing in fashion history.

Saint Laurent was born in Algeria in 1936. He began his career as an
assistant to Christian Dior, and in 1957 he took over as head designer of
the Dior house. In 1961, he launched his own label, Yves Saint Laurent.

Saint Laurent's designs were often inspired by art and history. He was the
first designer to put women in tuxedos, and he also created other
groundbreaking pieces, such as the safari jacket, the pea coat, and the
Mondrian dress.

Saint Laurent was a controversial figure, but he was also one of the most
influential fashion designers of his time. His work helped to change the way
women dress, and he is considered one of the most important figures in
fashion history.

Christian Dior: "A woman's perfume tells more about her than her
handwriting."

Christian Dior was one of the most influential fashion designers of the 20th
century. His glamorous New Look revolutionized women's fashion after
World War Il, and he is credited with creating some of the most iconic
pieces of clothing in fashion history.

Dior was born in France in 1905. He began his career as a gallery owner,
but he soon switched to fashion design. In 1946, he launched his own
label, Christian Dior.



Dior's New Look was characterized by its feminine silhouettes, full skirts,
and nipped-in waists. It was a radical departure from the austere styles of
the war years, and it quickly became popular with women around the world.

Dior also created a number of other iconic pieces, including the Bar suit,
the Princess dress, and the Lady Dior handbag. He was also known for his
fragrances, especially Miss Dior and J'adore.

Dior died in 1957, but his legacy continues to live on. His designs are still
considered some of the most beautiful and stylish in fashion history, and he
is considered one of the most important fashion designers of all time.

Karl Lagerfeld: "Fashion is about dressing according to what's
fashionable. Style is more about being yourself."

Karl Lagerfeld was one of the most influential fashion designers of the 20th
century. He was known for his work with Chanel, Fendi, and his own label,
Karl Lagerfeld.

Lagerfeld was born in Germany in 1933. He began his career as an
assistant to Pierre Balmain, and in 1958 he became the head designer of
Jean Patou.

In 1965, Lagerfeld joined Chanel. He quickly became known for his modern
take on the house's classic designs. He also helped to revive the Fendi
brand, which he joined in 19609.

Lagerfeld was a prolific designer, and he created thousands of pieces of
clothing over the course of his career. He was known for his eclectic style,
which often mixed elements of different cultures and eras.



Lagerfeld died in 2019, but his legacy continues to live on. He is considered
one of the most important fashion designers of the 20th century, and his
work continues to influence fashion today.

Vivienne Westwood: "Buy less, choose well, make it last."

Vivienne Westwood is one of the most influential fashion designers of the
20th century. She is known for her groundbreaking work with punk and new
wave fashion, and she is credited with creating some of the most iconic
pieces of clothing in fashion history.

Westwood was born in England in 1941. She began her career as a
teacher, but she soon switched to fashion design. In 1971, she opened her
first shop, Let It Rock, with her then-partner, Malcolm McLaren.

Westwood's early designs were heavily influenced by punk culture. She
used safety pins, chains, and other unconventional materials to create
clothing that was both stylish and subversive.

In the 1980s, Westwood's designs became more sophisticated. She began
to use more traditional materials, such as silk and lace, but she still
maintained her punk aesthetic.

Westwood has been a vocal advocate for social and environmental causes
throughout her career. She is known for her outspoken views on topics
such as climate change and animal rights.

Westwood is considered one of the most important fashion designers of the
20th century. Her work has influenced generations of designers, and she
continues to be a
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