
People and Places That Shaped the Church in
the United States
Christianity has been a major force in the history and culture of the United
States. From the early Puritans to the modern megachurches, Christians
have played a key role in shaping the country's social, political, and
economic development.
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This book tells the story of how Christianity came to America and how it has
shaped the country's history and culture. It profiles key figures and
institutions that have played a major role in the development of the church
in the United States, from the early Puritans to the modern megachurches.

The Early Years

The first Christians to arrive in America were Spanish explorers in the 16th
century. They established missions in Florida and the Southwest, but their
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efforts to convert the Native Americans were largely unsuccessful.

The first permanent English settlement in America was Jamestown,
Virginia, founded in 1607. The settlers were Anglicans, and they brought
their religion with them. However, the early years of the colony were
difficult, and the church struggled to survive.

In 1620, a group of Puritan separatists sailed to America on the Mayflower.
They established the Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts, and they quickly
became a major force in American Christianity.

The Puritans believed that the Church of England was corrupt, and they
wanted to establish a new, purer church in America. They were strict
Calvinists, and they believed that salvation was predestined. They also
believed that the Bible was the only source of religious authority.

The Puritans founded Harvard College in 1636, and it quickly became a
center of Puritan learning. The Puritans also established a number of other
schools and colleges, and they played a major role in the development of
American education.

The Great Awakening

In the 1730s and 1740s, a religious revival known as the Great Awakening
swept through the American colonies. It was led by itinerant preachers such
as Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield, and it resulted in a dramatic
increase in church membership.

The Great Awakening had a profound impact on American Christianity. It
led to the establishment of new denominations, such as the Methodists and



the Baptists. It also led to a greater emphasis on personal religious
experience and evangelism.

The Second Great Awakening

The Second Great Awakening was a period of religious revival that began
in the late 18th century and lasted until the mid-19th century. It was led by
preachers such as Charles Finney and Lyman Beecher, and it resulted in
another dramatic increase in church membership.

The Second Great Awakening had a significant impact on American
society. It led to the establishment of new social and reform movements,
such as the abolitionist movement and the temperance movement. It also
led to the development of new forms of church music, such as gospel
music and spirituals.

The Rise of Denominationalism

The 19th century saw the rise of denominationalism in American
Christianity. As the country expanded westward, new denominations were
established to meet the needs of different regions and ethnic groups.

Some of the most prominent denominations that emerged in the 19th
century include the Baptists, the Methodists, the Presbyterians, and the
Episcopalians. These denominations developed their own distinctive
doctrines, practices, and forms of worship.

The Social Gospel Movement

The Social Gospel Movement was a religious movement that emerged in
the late 19th century. It was led by Protestant ministers such as Walter



Rauschenbusch and Josiah Strong, and it sought to apply Christian
principles to social problems.

The Social Gospel Movement had a significant impact on American society.
It led to the establishment of a number of social welfare organizations, such
as the YMCA and the Salvation Army. It also led to the development of new
forms of social activism, such as the labor movement and the civil rights
movement.

The Rise of Evangelicalism

The 20th century saw the rise of evangelicalism in American Christianity.
Evangelicals are Protestants who emphasize the importance of personal
conversion, the authority of the Bible, and the importance of evangelism.

Evangelicals have played a major role in American politics and culture.
They have been a strong force behind the pro-life movement and the
religious right. They have also been instrumental in the growth of the
megachurch movement.

The Future of American Christianity

The future of American Christianity is uncertain. However, one thing is
clear: Christianity will continue to be a major force in the country's history
and culture.

The church in the United States is facing a number of challenges, including
secularism, pluralism, and the decline of denominationalism. However, the
church is also adapting to these challenges and finding new ways to reach
people with the gospel.



The future of American Christianity is in the hands of God. However, we
can be confident that the church will continue to play a vital role in the
country's history and culture for many years to come.

The church in the United States has a long and rich history. It has played a
major role in shaping the country's social, political, and economic
development.

The future of American Christianity is uncertain, but one thing is clear:
Christianity will continue to be a major force in the country's history and
culture.
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