
Huntsman Spider In My House: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Harmless Giant
Huntsman spiders, also known as giant crab spiders or wood spiders, are
common household visitors in many parts of the world. Despite their large
size and formidable appearance, these spiders are generally harmless to
humans and play a beneficial role in the ecosystem. In this comprehensive
guide, we will delve into the world of huntsman spiders, exploring their
biology, behavior, and how to coexist peacefully with them in your home.

A Huntsman Spider In My House . . . by Michelle Ray
4.7 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 2310 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 35 pages
Lending : Enabled

Biology and Characteristics

Huntsman spiders belong to the family Sparassidae and are characterized
by their long, slender legs and flattened bodies. They can range in size
from 2 to 10 centimeters, making them one of the largest spider species.
Huntsman spiders have eight eyes arranged in two rows, with the middle
pair being the largest. Their coloration varies depending on the species, but
they are typically brown, gray, or black.
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Habitat and Distribution

Huntsman spiders are found in warm, tropical and subtropical regions
around the world. They are commonly found in forests, woodlands, and
gardens, where they hide under loose bark, rocks, or fallen leaves. In urban
areas, they often make their way into homes, garages, and sheds, where
they seek shelter and prey.

Diet and Behavior

Huntsman spiders are nocturnal hunters that primarily feed on insects,
such as cockroaches, moths, and crickets. They use their sharp eyesight to
spot prey and then chase them down with their long legs. Huntsman
spiders are ambush predators, meaning they do not build webs but instead
wait for prey to come within striking distance.

Venom and Bites

Huntsman spiders have venom, but it is not considered medically
significant for humans. In rare cases, bites may cause localized pain,
swelling, and itching, but these symptoms usually resolve within a few
days. Huntsman spiders are not aggressive towards humans and will only
bite if they feel threatened.

Coexisting with Huntsman Spiders

While huntsman spiders are harmless, their size and appearance can be
alarming for some people. If you find a huntsman spider in your home,
there are a few simple steps you can take to coexist peacefully:

1. Avoid Direct Contact



The best way to prevent bites is to avoid direct contact with huntsman
spiders. If you see one, do not attempt to handle or kill it. Instead, gently
guide it outdoors using a broom or a piece of paper.

2. Seal Entry Points

To prevent huntsman spiders from entering your home, seal up any cracks
or holes around windows, doors, and pipes. Use caulk or weatherstripping
to fill in gaps and keep spiders out.

3. Remove Clutter and Debris

Huntsman spiders like to hide in dark, cluttered areas. Keep your home
clean and tidy to reduce their hiding places. Remove piles of boxes,
newspapers, and other debris.

4. Bug Control

Huntsman spiders feed on insects, so reducing the insect population in
your home will help keep them away. Use insect repellents, traps, or call a
professional pest control service to eliminate bugs.

Huntsman spiders are fascinating creatures that play a beneficial role in the
environment. While their appearance may be intimidating, they are
generally harmless to humans and can be easily managed with a few
simple precautions. By understanding their biology, behavior, and how to
coexist with them, we can appreciate these gentle giants as part of the
natural world.

Remember, education is key when it comes to any animal species, and the
same goes for huntsman spiders. If you have any concerns or questions,



do not hesitate to reach out to a local pest control professional or
entomologist for further guidance.
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How to Ace the Brainteaser Interview: The
Ultimate Guide
Welcome to the ultimate guide on how to ace the brainteaser interview. In
today's competitive job market, brainteasers have become an
increasingly...
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