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A Legacy of Innovation and Impact

T i:. Y
e POt [

.‘!:"lll!!!ﬂ"( I\Jl’
.-.r“,-——,- o ey

lliﬁmwmmw

¥
. B ==

DISEASE ano
DISCOVERY

A HISTORY OF THE
JOHNS HOPKINS SCHOOL OF
HYGIENE & PUBLIC HEALTH

1916-1939

ELIZABETH FEE

B —

@ FuE T mmw——n =
- '1—1!-»-. Lt Ly J_)?ﬂ

Nestled in the heart of Baltimore, Maryland, the Johns Hopkins School of
Hygiene & Public Health stands as a testament to the enduring power of
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public health. Founded in 1916, the school has played a pivotal role in
advancing public health knowledge, practice, and policy, not only in the
United States but also around the world.
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This history of the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health from
1916 to 1939 highlights the school's groundbreaking contributions during its
formative years. It is a story of vision, perseverance, and unwavering
commitment to improving the health and well-being of humanity.

Origins and Early Years

The establishment of the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health
was the culmination of years of advocacy by visionary public health
leaders, including Dr. William H. Welch, Dr. William S. Thayer, and Mr. John
D. Rockefeller, Jr.
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With the support of the Rockefeller Foundation, the school opened its doors
in 1916 with a mission to train public health professionals, conduct
research, and provide public health services to the community. The
school's first director, Dr. William H. Howell, played a key role in shaping its
early curriculum and establishing its research agenda.

In the early years, the school focused on core public health disciplines,
including epidemiology, biostatistics, environmental health, and preventive
medicine. The school's faculty was composed of renowned experts in these
fields, who were actively involved in research and public health practice.
Groundbreaking Research and Discoveries

The Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health quickly became a
hub for groundbreaking research that transformed our understanding of
public health. In the 1920s and 1930s, the school's scientists made
significant contributions to the fields of epidemiology, immunology, and
nutrition.

Dr. Raymond Pearl, a renowned biostatistician, developed innovative
methods for analyzing mortality and morbidity data. His work helped to
establish the field of demography and inform public health policy.

Dr. Wade Hampton Frost, a pioneering epidemiologist, developed the
"Frost Diagram" to visualize the transmission of infectious diseases. His
work laid the foundation for modern epidemiology and helped to control the
spread of diseases such as tuberculosis and cholera.

Public Health Practice and Advocacy

Beyond research, the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health
played a vital role in translating scientific discoveries into public health



practice. The school's faculty members were actively involved in public
health campaigns and policy initiatives.

Dr. William S. Thayer, a prominent physician and public health advocate,
played a key role in establishing the Maryland State Department of Health
and the Baltimore City Health Department. He also served as the first
president of the American Public Health Association.

The school's commitment to public health practice extended beyond
Baltimore. In the 1930s, the school partnered with the Rockefeller
Foundation to establish the International Health Division, which provided

public health assistance to countries around the world.
Leadership in Training and Education

The Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health has been a leader in
training public health professionals for over a century. The school's
curriculum has evolved over time to meet the needs of the field, and it now
offers a wide range of graduate and undergraduate programs.

In the early 20th century, the school played a key role in establishing the
Master of Public Health (MPH) degree as the standard for public health
education. The MPH program at Johns Hopkins has consistently ranked
among the top in the nation.

The school also offers doctoral programs in public health, epidemiology,
biostatistics, and other related fields. Its graduates have gone on to hold
leadership positions in public health agencies, research institutions, and
academia around the world.

A Legacy of Impact



The history of the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public Health from
1916 to 1939 is a testament to the school's unwavering commitment to
improving the health and well-being of humanity. Through groundbreaking
research, innovative public health practice, and leadership in training, the
school has made an immeasurable impact on the world.

The school's legacy continues today. Its faculty, staff, and students continue
to push the boundaries of public health knowledge and practice, addressing
the most pressing health challenges of our time.

As we look to the future, the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene & Public
Health is well-positioned to continue its role as a global leader in public
health. With its rich history, unwavering commitment, and exceptional
faculty and students, the school will undoubtedly continue to shape the
future of public health and improve the lives of people around the world.
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