
Designing Your Conservatory: A
Comprehensive Guide to Planning Permission
and Building Regulations
Extending your home with a conservatory can be a great way to add extra
living space, natural light, and value to your property. However, before you
start building, it's essential to understand the planning permission and
building regulations that apply to conservatories.

This guide will provide you with all the information you need to know about
conservatory designs, planning permission, and building regulations. We'll
cover everything from choosing the right design for your home to getting
the necessary approvals from your local authority.

Types of Conservatories

There are many different types of conservatories available, so it's important
to choose one that suits your home and your needs. Here are some of the
most popular types of conservatories:
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Lean-to conservatories: These are the most common type of
conservatory. They have a simple, lean-to roof and are usually
attached to the side of the house.

Edwardian conservatories: These conservatories have a more
traditional design, with a hipped roof and large windows.

Victorian conservatories: These conservatories are similar to
Edwardian conservatories, but they have a more ornate design, with
decorative details and stained glass windows.

Gable-end conservatories: These conservatories have a gable-shaped
roof and are usually attached to the back of the house.

T-shaped conservatories: These conservatories have a T-shaped plan,
with one arm of the conservatory extending out from the back of the
house and the other arm extending out from the side of the house.

Choosing the Right Conservatory

When choosing a conservatory, it's important to consider the following
factors:

The size and shape of your home: The size and shape of your home
will determine the maximum size of conservatory that you can build.

The style of your home: The style of your home will influence the type
of conservatory that you choose. For example, a traditional home
would suit a Victorian or Edwardian conservatory, while a modern
home would suit a lean-to or gable-end conservatory.
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Your budget: Conservatories can vary in price, so it's important to set a
budget before you start shopping.

Your needs: Consider how you will use the conservatory. Will it be
used for entertaining, relaxing, or both?

Planning Permission and Building Regulations

In most cases, you will need to obtain planning permission from your local
authority before you can build a conservatory. Planning permission is
required to ensure that the conservatory will not have a negative impact on
the appearance of the area or the amenities of your neighbors.

In addition to planning permission, you will also need to comply with
building regulations. Building regulations are in place to ensure that the
conservatory is structurally sound and safe to use.

Getting Planning Permission

To apply for planning permission, you will need to submit a planning
application to your local authority. The planning application will include
details of the proposed conservatory, such as its size, shape, and design.

Your local authority will then assess your planning application and make a
decision on whether or not to grant planning permission. The decision will
be based on a number of factors, including the impact of the conservatory
on the appearance of the area and the amenities of your neighbors.

Complying with Building Regulations

Once you have obtained planning permission, you will need to make sure
that the conservatory complies with building regulations. To do this, you will



need to submit a building notice to your local authority. The building notice
will include details of the proposed conservatory, such as its construction
materials and methods.

Your local authority will then inspect the conservatory once it has been built
to ensure that it complies with building regulations. If the conservatory does
not comply with building regulations, you may be required to make changes
to the conservatory.

Building a conservatory can be a great way to add extra living space,
natural light, and value to your home. However, it's important to understand
the planning permission and building regulations that apply to
conservatories before you start building.

This guide has provided you with all the information you need to know
about conservatory designs, planning permission, and building regulations.
We hope this guide has been helpful, and we wish you all the best with
your conservatory project.
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