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Mary Ann Cotton was born in 1832 in County Durham, England. She was
the eldest of four children and her family was poor. Cotton's father was a
miner and her mother was a dressmaker. Cotton's parents were both
alcoholics and her childhood was marked by poverty and neglect.

Cotton left home at a young age and worked as a servant. She married her
first husband, William Mowbray, in 1852. The couple had three children, but
all three died in infancy. Mowbray died in 1855, and Cotton collected on his
life insurance policy.

Cotton married her second husband, George Ward, in 1856. The couple
had two children, but Ward died in 1860. Cotton collected on his life
insurance policy and married her third husband, Frederick Cotton, in 1865.
The couple had three children, but Frederick died in 1867 and Cotton
collected on his life insurance policy.

By this time, Cotton's activities had aroused suspicion. She was arrested in
1871 and charged with the murder of her stepson, Charles Cotton. Cotton
was convicted and sentenced to death. She was hanged at Durham Gaol
on March 24, 1873.

Cotton's crimes shocked Victorian England. She was the first woman to be
convicted of murder by poisoning in the country. Cotton's case is still
studied today by criminologists and historians.

Cotton's Methods

Cotton used arsenic to poison her victims. She would typically put the
arsenic in their food or drink. Arsenic is a tasteless and odorless poison, so
it was easy for Cotton to administer it without being detected.



Cotton's victims were often her husbands and children. She killed them so
that she could collect on their life insurance policies. Cotton was able to
collect on at least three life insurance policies, totaling over £1,000.

Cotton's Motives

Cotton's motives for killing her victims are not fully understood. Some
experts believe that she was motivated by greed, as she collected on at
least three life insurance policies. Others believe that she was motivated by
a desire for control, as she often killed her victims when they were sick or
vulnerable.

Cotton's Legacy

Cotton's crimes shocked Victorian England and made her one of the most
notorious female criminals in history. Her case is still studied today by
criminologists and historians.

Cotton's crimes have been the subject of several books, articles, and films.
She has been portrayed as a monster, a victim, and a complex character
who was both good and evil.

Cotton's legacy is a reminder of the dangers of greed and the importance
of justice. Her crimes also show that even the most seemingly ordinary
people can be capable of great evil.

Additional Resources

* Murderpedia: Mary Ann Cotton * BBC News: The real story of Mary Ann
Cotton, Britain's first female serial killer * The Telegraph: Mary Ann Cotton:
the Victorian serial killer who poisoned 21 people



Mary Ann Cotton: Dark Angel: Britain s First Female
Serial Killer by Martin Connolly

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8987 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 204 pages
Lending : Enabled

How to Ace the Brainteaser Interview: The
Ultimate Guide
Welcome to the ultimate guide on how to ace the brainteaser interview. In
today's competitive job market, brainteasers have become an
increasingly...

The Collected Works Of Homen Borgohain: A
Literary Treasure Unveiled
In the realm of Assamese literature, there exists a towering figure whose
words have left an indelible mark on the hearts and minds...

FREE

https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IjdDc3VBYUdCNkpYTG1oMmZrWHNkVFExOUEwMElhVTE5UEFISVdQbVd2eWRtMnlhZ2V1cElrUmp1aVk2bmh0dDdhNWcrUHpWNHcwdnVOaU1DVVlFVlU5VWZhcU55QlVERXdRQnpoVTZSQnY1Yzc3ckFkZVRBSUxJakJwOFZ0dEgwT3gwVTFuVkpJMk5hd1NwRGo5UXBkTEhmbzNaYmtUWERaNWNQejNpeHlNY0RkU2dubzlVbXNkcXVcL2dDTWlRcGR5QkVjbTdtamNaeHV1RmdOQk44MFB3PT0iLCJpdiI6IjcyZmQ0OGRmNTc1NmNhYzQ4YWExNWYxZTk3Mjc2OGQ3IiwicyI6ImZmY2ZmNjc0YmZkNjUyZTUifQ%3D%3D
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InNnenFTamFjSTEyQVRwRENnSlh6MUhxZWRHVDhkaVA3cEZkaVdsQXZMa1VpS1cza1plOXN5K3NwZ1Q3eUNkbGJHeWVUTUM5UG1kelhxalNSN1FkNG9KS3dPbUJSeW9BUVpTRldUR1dUOGgraENrSDlcL2dOUXlLZjZrb3BoRGY3Sk04alwvU2J5SUNQOVVUQURjckZidTVIc3RJblpCbVNCUzJwYkZFRjdyTkJWRGEwZEo1QkhNT0NiN3B2TTJIRGtEXC9CVnVjT1J4Z3BVZ3I1ZVdBejdna0E9PSIsIml2IjoiYzYzNjg2YWQ1NDExNjhiZTgzMThmZTA4MGE4Mjg2ODAiLCJzIjoiOTZiNWNmNjVhMzMxYTRmOCJ9
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/How%20to%20Ace%20the%20Brainteaser%20Interview%20The%20Ultimate%20Guide.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/How%20to%20Ace%20the%20Brainteaser%20Interview%20The%20Ultimate%20Guide.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/The%20Collected%20Works%20Of%20Homen%20Borgohain%20A%20Literary%20Treasure%20Unveiled.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/full/e-book/file/The%20Collected%20Works%20Of%20Homen%20Borgohain%20A%20Literary%20Treasure%20Unveiled.pdf
https://shelf.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkprT1VaXC9LQ1dlNERUMjRyWE1TblY5VEdKeXhROHJNOWlHcG5zMDBqVGRPSHpMQ0xBVDFyRDVLTUg4cklHcmM5VUNcL2dhR3ZmeGxhY2FNRlVPbVo4dWhLNGlFaTFnM0VkY3kzdVk4d3FGb1FsWURCdVFhZ1hCam9ROHR3Y3dBRmprbURrK3JlNFZUMDBGekdaQTQ0UjNpMU50SjFIbVBhWHB2cjh3XC8yYXlRaFpsS1FVZVM5SHhxNmV2dHN1RGp1bWNxZXBSaU1lNDBWSFhieFFcL2RuMzZnPT0iLCJpdiI6Ijc5MDVjYzExMjRlMThkZjA0NDcyNTY1ZGU2NmEyMTAzIiwicyI6ImFiOTc2NTcxMjdhNTA3YjUifQ%3D%3D



